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City Commission 
March 18, 2019 

 
 

Mayor Tom Hogenson called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Jennifer Cochran, Jonathan Eppley and 
Lorraine James; Mayor Tom Hogenson; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
There were 32 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Cochran moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of March 4, 2019 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James        
Nays:  None 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley that the minutes of 
March 14, 2019 special joint meeting with the Park and Recreation Board be accepted. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James        
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  
 
a.  A life savings award was presented to DART driver Janice Bittenbender for saving a 
child’s life on March 1, 2019.  While dropping off children at Eastwood Elementary School 
Janice Bittenbender noticed a 5 years old girl was unresponsive.  Due to her quick action 
to assess the situation and give the young girl CPR she was able to save the child’s life.     
 
b.  Mayor Hogenson presented the following certificate of appreciation proclamation to 
Tyler and Rex Schuberg.    
 
                       CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION AND RECOGNITION 

This certificate is awarded to 
SCHUBERG’S INSURANCE AGENCY 

 
In appreciation and recognition of their continuous 70 plus years of service to the 

Big Rapids Community 
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 WHEREAS, Schuberg’s Insurance Agency was first established in 1945, in Big 
Rapids, under the ownership of   
Alice Stephenson Schuberg and Located at 107 N. State Street, Big Rapids, MI 49307, 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Schuberg family, now in their fourth generation, has managed the 
insurance agency and has continued to work to serve the community for over 70 plus 
years, and  
 
 WHEREAS, Schuberg’s Insurance Agency is recognized for their contributions in 
helping families find financial security through home, auto, life and business insurance for 
personal and commercial needs. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition and celebration of 70 plus years of providing 
a continuous and valuable service to the Big Rapids Community and being an anchor 
business in the downtown business district, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids 
wishes to extend a CONGRATULATIONS to the Schuberg family for the excellent service 
they have dedicated to the citizens of Big Rapids. 
                  
Dated: March 18, 2019 
      ________________________________                               
                                                Mayor Thomas Hogenson  
 
_________________________________        ________________________________ 
         Commissioner Lynn Anderson     Commissioner Jennifer Cochran 
_________________________________ ________________________________ 
        Commissioner Jonathan Eppley      Commissioner Lorraine James 
 
The City Commission took a 5-minute break.   
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
 a.  City Commissioner on Planning Commission – Mark Gifford, City Manager, 
commented that some City Commissioners currently attend the Planning Commission 
meetings.  If the City Commission wants to have a City Commissioner as an Ex officio 
member of the Planning Commission, they could be appointed on a yearly basis.  A 
downside to this, is that another Commissioner may feel out of place if they want to attend 
a meeting or what if no other Commissioner wanted to be appointed.    
 
Eric Williams, City Attorney, offered the following:    
 
The Michigan Planning Enabling Act authorizes the appointment of City Commission 
members to fill up to 1/3 of the seats on the Planning Commission as ex-officio members.  
In MCL 125.3803(d) “Ex officio member,” in reference to a planning commission, means 
a member with full voting rights unless otherwise provided by charter, who serves on the 
planning commission by virtue of holding another office, for the term of that office.  
Usually state law overrules a local city charter, but in this circumstance the state law does 
not.  
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Section 14.1 of the City Charter says, “The City Manager or a staff designee shall serve 
as a nonvoting ex-officio member of the Planning Commission.”  The City Charter does 
not provide any authorization for City Commission members to be appointed as ex-officio 
members of the Planning Commission, with or without the power to vote on the Planning 
Commission.  
 
This subject is worthy of discussion and may be another reason to call for a Charter 
revision.  
 
Both Commissioners Cochran and Anderson do not want their attendance at the Planning 
Commission perceived as them being there to influence the Planning Commissions 
decisions.  
 
b.  Strategic Plan Progress Report – Paula Priebe, Director of Neighborhood 
     Services.  
 
The City recently adopted the 2020 Strategic Plan and in the Next Steps section of the 
Plan it states that “the Commission should be updated each month regarding some 
element of the Strategic Plan.” Each month at the second meeting (pending an overly full 
agenda), the Commission will be updated in a Study Session on recent progress made 
toward achieving the One-Year Tasks outlined in the Strategic Plan.  
 
Progress Report for February and March 2019  
 
From the time of the Strategic Planning sessions with Lew Bender in late January, staff 
has been working on achieving the tasks outlined in the Strategic Plan. Some highlights 
are listed below:  
 

• Updating the Manager’s Newsletter - The Newsletter went through a full refresh 
process and is now a biweekly Newsletter for the Public to learn about City 
personnel and business. Feedback has been very positive. 

 
• SCADA Upgrades - Public Works staff are meeting this week with an Instrument 

Control Technician from TopLine at the Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants. 
They are reviewing the Call-Outs System and will be drafting a proposal for what 
components need to be upgraded.  

 
• Work Session about a Housing Study - The City Commission along with several 

staff and guests held a Work Session on March 4 to discuss a future Housing 
Study, its goals and utility.  

 
• Joint City Commission/Park and Recreation Board meeting - The City Commission 

attended the Park and Recreation Board meeting on March 14 to discuss several 
topics including regulating marihuana in parks and public spaces. 

 
• Rezoning to permit Child Care in more districts - Planning Commission has been 

working on this issue and hopes to make a recommendation to the City 
Commission at their regular meeting next week.  
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PUBLIC HEARING – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT   
 
Ross Meads, Crossroad Charter Academy Principal, thanked Public Safety and Big 
Rapids Township for escorting the Basketball team out of town and back into town after 
the team attended the quarter finals.  That made a lot of good memories for the boys on 
the team. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-38 

 
LOCAL GOVERNING BODY RESOLUTION 

FOR CHARITABLE GAMING LICENSES 
 

 At a regular meeting of the City of Big Rapids Council called to order by Mayor 
Hogenson on March 18, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. the following resolution was offered: 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Anderson and supported by Commissioner Eppley that 
the request from Our Brothers Keeper Shelter, of Big Rapids, County of Mecosta, asking 
that they be recognized as a non-profit organization operating in the community for the 
purpose of obtaining charitable gaming licenses, be considered for approval. 
 
        APPROVAL             DISAPPROVAL 
 
  Yeas: Anderson, Cochran, Eppley,  
                                Hogenson, James   
 
         Yeas: ____________ 
                                                 
                                 
                      Nays:  None       Nays: _____________ 
 
  Absent:  None     Absent: ____________ 
 
  

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution offered and 
adopted by the City Commission at a regular meeting held on March 18, 2019. 
 
 
Signed:____________________ 
 
Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
226 N. Michigan Avenue   
Big Rapids, MI  49307 
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RESOLUTION NO. 19-39 
 
Commissioner Cochran moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR THE  
CONSTRUCTION OF A FITNESS PARK 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved Resolution No. 18-149, dated 
November 19, 2018, awarding a bid to National Fitness Campaign for National Fitness 
Court Equipment, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the construction of the National Fitness 
Court, whereby three bids were received with staff recommending that the bid of Olsson 
Concrete Construction, Stanwood MI, be accepted in the amount of $31,688.80.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Olsson Concrete Construction to construct the National Fitness Court and that the cost 
of $31,688.80 be expensed from account number 101-756-967.081. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these funds will be expensed to the General Fund 
Account No. 101-756-967.081 and taken from fund balance.  
  
Account Number  Current Budget Change Amended Budget  
 
101-756-967.081      92,040.00 17,800.00        109,840.00 
 
101-000-391.000     (17,800.00)   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James          
Nays: None   
The Mayor declared the resolution Adopted. 
Dated:  March 18, 2019    
 
RESOLUTION NO 19-40 
 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BIDS FOR 2019 CONSTRUCTION 

SEASON MAINTENANCE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids Department of Public Works maintains the streets 
within the City limits, which necessitates the need for maintenance materials, maintenance, 
rented equipment, and operational repairs, and  

 
WHEREAS, annually, the City advertises for competitive pricing for a variety of 

maintenance materials and rental of equipment that the City does not own, but may need to 
complete projects or assist with unexpected emergency repairs, and  
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WHEREAS, bids were solicited for construction materials and equipment and attached 
are the bids and the offered price, and 

 
WHEREAS, prices are good April 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

attached bids with their offered price and that the equipment, maintenance and contracted 
services bid amounts may be utilized for other public works maintenance activities. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the costs will be expensed to the following 

accounts:  
 
Major Streets:     202-464-782.000 

        202-464-801.000 
 
 Local Streets:    203-464-782.000 
      203-464-801.000 
 
 Parks:     101-756-732.000 
      101-756-801.000 
   
 Sidewalks, Alleys,  
 & Storm Sewers:   101-442-782.000 
      101-442-801.000 
 
 Sewage Transmission:  590-561-782.000 
       
 
 Water Transmission:   591-561-782.000 
      591-561-801.000 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James          
Nays: None   
The Mayor declared the resolution Adopted. 
Dated:  March 18, 2019    
 
The Park and Recreation Board reviewed and supported the application of a DNR 
Passport Grant application on January 10, 2019 to improve Anna Howard Shaw 
Memorial Park.  The grant can award a maximum amount of $150,000 with a total 
project amount at $326,300.00, the City would support the project with $176,300.00 
dedicated as a 54% match towards the application.  
 
The match is committed through the following account numbers: 
 
Account No. 101-756-967.205 (DNR Passport Grant Match)  $  26,300.00 
Account No.  271-790-967.080 (Library Parking Lot Account)  $100,000.00 
Account No.  271-000-690.034 (Library Park Donations)   $  50,000.00   
 
The proposed grant application requests assistance to improve the playground 
equipment, pave the parking area along the alley with a rain garden for the water runoff 
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and enhanced LED lighting, install playground equipment and concrete sidewalks to 
connect them in the park. This park use has increased in recent years due to additional 
Library programming.  Therefore, upgrading the park’s amenities and access will be 
beneficial to the Library users and community members.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-41 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF  
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (MDNR) 

RECREATION PASSPORT GRANT APPLICATION 
FOR ANNA HOWARD SHAW MEMORIAL PARK IMPROVEMENTS 

  
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids intends to apply for a grant from the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources Recreation Passport Grant Program to fund a portion 
of the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park Improvements, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the City of Big Rapids Park 
and Recreation Board and is included in the approved FY 2019/2025 Capital 
Improvement Plan, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project is to include parking lot improvements, walking path, LED 
lighting, creation of a rain garden, playground equipment and park amenities, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids intends to apply for a $150,000 grant from the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Recreation Passport Grant Program and 
agrees to match the grant amount with 54% of the total project cost of the approximate 
$326,300.00 project, or $176,300.00, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the match is committed through the following account numbers: 
 
Account No. 101-756-967.205 (DNR Passport Grant Match)  $  26,300.00 
 
Account No.  271-790-967.080 (Library Parking Lot Account)  $100,000.00 
 
Account No.  271-000-690.034 (Library Park Donations)   $  50,000.00   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission is 
in support of a grant application to the MDNR Recreation Passport Grant Program for the 
Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park Improvements and authorizes City Manager Mark 
Gifford to sign all grant documents. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James          
Nays: None   
The Mayor declared the resolution Adopted. 
Dated:  March 18, 2019    
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RESOLUTION NO. 19-42 
 
Commissioner Cochran moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING STAFF TO PREPARE ESTIMATES 
 AND DIAGRAMS AND TO ESTABLISH A PUBLIC HEARING DATE REGARDING 

2018/2019 SIDEWALK SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids determines that a public 
improvement through the replacement and repair of certain sidewalks, where required, is 
necessary and shall be initiated by Special Assessment and therefore; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that a public improvement through the replacement and repair of 

existing sidewalk, is necessary and shall take place within certain properties on the following 
streets: 

 
 815 Country Way   100 Block of Rust Ave. 
 800 & 1000 Block Rose Ave. 400 Block of S. Michigan Ave. 
 100 Block of N. Dekrafft Ave. 200 Block of Escott St. 
 100 Block of S. Stewart Ave. 300 Block of N. Third Ave. 
 200 & 300 Block of S. Warren 800 Block of Marion Ave. 
 400 Block of Pine St.   400 Block of W. Bridge St. 
 600 Block of N. State St.  300 Block of W. Pere Marquette St. 
 200 Block of N. Michigan Ave. 
    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 50% of the expense shall be paid by each property 
owner benefited thereby, and 50% of the expense shall be paid by the City of Big Rapids. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Public Works staff shall prepare estimates and 

diagrams and that the estimates and diagrams be filed with the City Clerk for public 
examination, and the City Clerk shall publicize this public improvement in the Pioneer Press; 
and that the City Commission will meet on Monday April 1, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Commission meeting room of City Hall to consider any objections. 

 

Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James          
Nays: None   
The Mayor declared the resolution Adopted. 
Dated:  March 18, 2019    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  19-43 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commission James, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENTS TO THE  

NON-BARGAINING EMPLOYEES 
PERSONNEL POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL 

 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission adopted a Personnel Policy and 
Procedure Manual for Non-Bargaining Employees by Resolution 93-74, and  
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 WHEREAS, periodically, the need arises to make revisions to these existing 
policies and procedures, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the following amendments dated March 18, 2019 (see attached) to 
the Non-Bargaining Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual are recommended.   
  

1. Section 2.10 (1) (B) Part-time – add language for paid sick leave 

 
2. Section 24.10 – add “in writing” 

 
3. Section 36.20 – delete “Approved adjustments to the compensation plan shall 

coincide with the City’s fiscal year.” 

 
4. Section 51.20 – Insert “paid” 

 
5. Section 52.60 – Delete Step 1 

 
6. Section 53.15 – Add language for “Paid Sick Leave Act” 

 
7. Section 53.20 – Add “Full-Time” 

 
8. Section 53.90 – Delete (4) and (12) 

 
9. Section 62.10 – Increase longevity rates for employees hired after January 1, 

2006. 

 
10. Section 63.85 – Increase AD&D amounts from $25,000 to $50,000. 

 
11. Section 70.11 – Reference to Section 11.20 should be Section 11.10. 

 
12. Section 71.40 – Clarify language, Employee contribution 3%, employer 

contribution 1%. 

 
13. Appendix A – Update reflecting current hard cap limits and plan offerings. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves the amendments to the Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual as per the 
attached summary and that the City Manager be directed to revise the current Manual to 
reflect these changes.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James          
Nays: None   
The Mayor declared the resolution Adopted. 
Dated:  March 18, 2019   
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ORDINANCE NO. 734-03-19 
 

Commissioner Eppley moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following Ordinance.    

 
 ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE POSSESSION OF MARIHUANA BY MINORS 

 
 WHEREAS, the voter initiated law on marihuana was approved by the voters in the 
election on November 6th, 2018, effective December 6, 2018, and  
 WHEREAS, the City Commission repealed City Code Section 130.02(O), and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney recommended adoption of new City Code provisions as 
allowed by the voter initiated law to prohibit the possession of marihuana by minors, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  The following ordinance is adopted in Title 13, Chapter 130, Section 130.02(O).  
 
130.02   No person shall: 
 
(O) Possess, consume, purchase, obtain, process, transport or sell up to 2.5 ounces of 
marihuana, or cultivate up to 12 marihuana plants, while under 21 years of age.  
 
Penalty: 
 
(a) for a first violation, a civil infraction punishable as follows:  

(1) if the person is less than 18 years of age, by a fine of not more than $100 

or community service, forfeiture of the marihuana, and completion of 4 hours 

of drug education or counseling; or  

(2) if the person is at least 18 years of age, by a fine of not more than $100 

and forfeiture of the marihuana.  

(b) for a second violation, a civil infraction punishable as follows:  

(1) if the person is less than 18 years of age, by a fine of not more than $500 

or community service, forfeiture of the marihuana, and completion of 8 hours 

of drug education or counseling; or  

(2) if the person is at least 18 years of age, by a fine of not more than $500 

and forfeiture of the marihuana.  

Section 2.  The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer, and this ordinance 
shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  March 18, 2019   
Published:  March 29, 2019 
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ORDINANCE NO. 735-03-19 
 

Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption 

of the following Ordinance.    

 
ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE CONSUMPTION OF MARIHUANA IN PUBLIC 

 
 WHEREAS, the voter initiated law on marihuana was approved by the voters in 
the election on November 6th, 2018, effective December 6, 2018, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the voter initiated law provides in part that: 
 
Sec. 4. 1. This act does not authorize: 
 
(c) any person under the age of 21 to possess, consume, purchase or otherwise obtain, 
cultivate, process, transport, or sell marihuana;  

(e) consuming marihuana in a public place or smoking marihuana where prohibited by 
the person who owns, occupies, or manages the property; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission repealed City Code Section 130.02(O) which 
prohibited the possession of marijuana, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney recommended adoption of a new City Code 
provision as allowed by the voter initiated law to prohibit the consumption of marihuana 
in public, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1.  The following ordinance is adopted in Title 13, Chapter 130, Section 130.02(P). 
 
130.02   No person shall: 
 
(P)  Consume marihuana by smoking or any other means in a public place, including 
public streets, parks, sidewalks, alleys, parking lots, and public facilities, buildings, and 
grounds. 

Penalty: 
 
(a) for a first violation, a civil infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $100 or 

community service and forfeiture of the marihuana, and 

(b) for a second violation, a civil infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $500 and 

forfeiture of the marihuana.  

Section 2.  The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer, and this 
ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
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Yeas:  Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James 
Nays:  Anderson 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  March 18, 2019   
Published: March 29, 2019 
 
There was a resolution authorizing a ballot proposal to amend Section 5.5 of the Big 
Rapids City Charter to remove term limits for members of the City Commission.  This 
resolution died for lack of a second.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-44 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Cochran, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BALLOT PROPOSAL TO AMEND 
SECTION 5.5 (C) OF THE BIG RAPIDS CITY CHARTER TO EXTEND TERM LIMITS 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE CITY COMMISSION UP TO 20 YEARS 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 5.5(c) of the Big Rapids City Charter currently imposes twelve 
(12) year term limits on members of the City Commission and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the overall experience with term limits for elected officials in Michigan 
has been negative, and  
 
 WHEREAS, Section 5.5(c) prohibits a City Commissioner from serving three terms 
in office as a Commissioner and then running for Mayor, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney recommended an amendment to Charter Section 
5.5(c) to extend term limits for members of the City Commission,  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,   
 
1. It is proposed that Section 5.5(c) of the Charter of the City of Big Rapids be amended 

by changing the term limits of members of the City Commission from twelve (12) to 
twenty (20) consecutive years. 

 

Section 5.5 Terms of Office of Elected Officials. 
 

 (a)  There shall be a general municipal election in odd years at which 

the voters shall elect at large two persons to the office of City Commissioner 

to serve four-year terms. At alternating general municipal elections held 

every four years, the voters shall elect at large a Mayor to serve a four-year 

term. The terms of office shall commence on the first City Commission 

meeting following the election, provided, however, the current office 

holders will serve out their full term. 
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(b)   In the event an election to fill the remaining portion of an unexpired 

term in the office of City Commissioner Is conducted, the candidate 

receiving the highest number of votes for the vacant term shall be elected. 

If more than one City Commissioner is to be elected to fill the remainder of 

unexpired terms, the candidate for the unexpired term receiving the next 

highest number of votes shall also be elected. Persons elected to serve 

remaining portions of terms shall take the oath of office on the first City 

Commission meeting following the election. 

 

(c)  No person shall serve as a member of the City Commission more than 

twelve twenty consecutive years. One year out of office shall qualify a 

person to serve as a member of the City Commission. An incumbent Mayor 

or other member of the City Commission shall not qualify to become a 

candidate for any elected office who, if elected, could not serve the full term 

without violating the tenure provision of this Subsection. 
 

2. The purpose of the proposed amendment shall be designated on the ballot as follows: 
 

This City Charter Amendment to Section 5.5(c) is proposed for the 
purpose of increasing the number of years that members of the City 
Commission can serve on the City Commission from twelve (12) 
consecutive years to twenty (20) consecutive years.  
 

3. The City Clerk shall transmit a copy of the proposed amendment to the Governor of 
the State of Michigan for approval, and transmit a copy of the foregoing statement of 
purpose of such proposed amendment and ballot question to the Attorney General of 
the State of Michigan for approval, as required by law.  

 
4. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the City of 

Big Rapids at the next General Election to be held in the City of Big Rapids after 
approval of the proposed Charter amendment and the ballot question by the Governor 
and the Attorney General. 

 
5. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to file this Resolution and complete 

any form, certificate, action, or document as may be required by the County Clerk to 
evidence the foregoing certification and submission to the electors. 

 
6. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors in the following format: 
 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SECTION 5.5 OF THE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
 
This City Charter Amendment to Section 5.5(c) is 
proposed for the purpose of increasing the number of 
years that members of the City Commission can serve 
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on the City Commission from twelve (12) consecutive 
years to twenty (20) consecutive years.  
 
Should the proposed amendment to Section 5.5(c) of the 
City Charter be adopted? 

□ Yes 

□ No 
 

7. The proposed amendment shall be published in full together with the existing Charter 
provision as part of the notice of the election. 
  

8. The canvass and determination of the votes of said question shall be made according 
to the laws of the State of Michigan and the Charter of the City of Big Rapids.   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  March 18, 2019   
   

CERTIFICATE 
 
I, Tamyra Gillis, the duly elected and acting Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, hereby certify 
that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a 
meeting of the Big Rapids City Commission held at the Big Rapids City Hall on March 18, 
2019, that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act; that a quorum of the 
Commission was present and voted in favor of the Resolution; and that minutes of the 
meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required by the Open 
Meetings Act. 
 
 
___________________ 
Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

 Commissioner Anderson expressed concern regarding the pickup of recycling.  
The same garbage truck picks up the trash and recycling.  How does anyone know 
if it is really getting recycled?  Mr. Gifford suggested talking to Matt Biolette to 
arrange a tour of the Kent County recycling facility.  

 

 Mayor Hogenson commented about the excellent care that the public works crew 
is doing in the handling of snow, rain, and the flooding. 

 
WORK SESSION - None 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Thomas Hogenson            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk  
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